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Project #16-508

SPRING VILLA HQUSE

Seven miles south of Opeliks,
Lee County, Alabama

HISTORIGAT DATA:

Built about 1851 ?

Ownership:

Penn ‘Yonge built this home and was the original |
owner. He was his own architeot. '

The chewalka Lime Company purchased this plao-
tation home from the femily of Fenn Yonge.

The Renfro Estate next owned ﬁhis ﬁame.

The Oity of Opelika now ownds this_house and

-;planxation estate surrounains it.

Ybnge- o _ y
After a trip to Galifornia, during the "gcld

. rush*, Penn Yonge settled on a beautiful piece

~of Wooded land, near a 1ittle village named for

his family, Yongesborough, At first he must
have lived in a log cabin. But later he built

a more pretentious home on his woeded plantatlon
near a very fine apring.

Here. hs developed a large artificial lake, said
to have covered thirty acres. All the way

‘ground this lake were beautiful weeping willows,
imported shrubs and trees. In the center of the

-'lake wes an isl&nd covered with lilies and roses.  "" 

Mr. Ybnge had stﬁbles and - a race track.l He wag

‘& good sport and entertalned effusivaly. )

The Cotton+ Centennial of 1874 was held here. it -
was at this time that the plantatian estale came

__'to be called Spring Villa.

Park

and.Picnia Grounds.

‘For some tbme, before the Gity of Qpelika purch- '
ased this estate, the place hecame famous as a
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park and picnic grounds for the people of the
surrounding country. This is what caused the
City of Opelika to buy this reslly beautiful
sylvan estate. ' ' '

Boy Scout Gamp.

For guite a number of years, Spring Villa, as the-

~ whole plantation is now oalled hes been the sum-
‘mer camping ground for the Boy Scouts of the Cen-
tral Alabama Area. '

: _Gﬁa.Project---

Today, 1934, the Civil Works A&mlnistration has
renovated the grounds esnd home, The renovation
of this old home is gxpéctedi tb be{finidhadsdon,

* .Qver a bhundred acres of ground are being cleared
of underbrush 10 form.the new park S1te.'-

This_will serve as a publie park under pernit for
nine countie=s and visgitors Trom all over the State.
In additlon it will be used as a summer camp for
.. Boy Ssouts, 4H Club girls and boys, college and
"~ “school students. It will be under the supervision
of the Centrsl Alabama Area Scout Counoil.

Source of Material*

: Peter Brannon, Guraﬁor of the Department of Aroh—
ives and History of the State of Alabama,

_ZMrs. P. P Brooks, Opellka Alabama.
: Opelika Dai}.y News, December 18, 1933,

Gnguoen 1126 HEF
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ARCEITECTURAL MERIT AND DATA:

This building was not chosen on agscount of its archi-
tectural or historical merit, but because it was
about to be renovated into a c¢lub house as a C.W.A.
project. It was thought wise to measure and draw
this building to preserve its character, as still
seenmed apparent. The building exhibits an unusual
roof ireatment, which almost stamps it with Swiss
Cha¥#iet character. This oharacter is accentuated

by the original use of ten baleconies, which is con-
siderable, considering the small size of the building.

. The'winﬁow trim and door trim show$ a well proportion-
- ed Greek Revival use, There are evidénces of a one
story porch. stretching across the front. Conjectural
speeulation, however, makes 4% & difficult problem to
- determine Just what the appearance of thls veranda
type porch.m&y have been,J‘;ﬁ.

 Source of Materidl:.

E. Walter. Burkhardt Distract Administrator, HABS,
Alabama Polytschnic Institute, Auburn, Alabama,

Raowwed 1756, KT
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